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BOROUGH  OF  LEIGH,  1949 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 
T.  PATTON  SEWELL,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

also 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  :  Health  Division  No.  I  I  Lancashire  County 

Council. 

Divisional  School  Medical  Officer,  Lancashire  County  Council 
Medical  Officer  of  Health — Horwich  Urban  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health— Tyldesley  Urban  District. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 
H.  CLUSKY 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

G.  Davies 
A.  L.  Hope 

H.  Plinston 

J.  Wilcock  (from  August  I Oth,  1949) 


Clerical  Staff: 
E.  H.  Haslam 
Miss  B.  M.  Parr 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

LEIGH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  the  annual 
report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Leigh  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949,  together  with  certain  statistical 
information  related  thereto. 

As  a  result  of  the  transfer  of  the  personal  health  services,  you 
formerly  provided,  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council  on  5th  July,  1948, 
you  will  see  that  the  report  is  now  limited  essentially  to  those  environ¬ 
mental  health  matters  remaining  under  your  immediate  care.  For  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  health  services  so  transferred  and  on  other  health  services 
provided  in  the  district,  I  would  invite  your  attention  to  my  annual  report 
as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  Divisional  Health  Committee  No.  II,  on 
which  you  have  five  representatives. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  grateful  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  consideration 
and  continued  interest,  to  Mr.  Clusky,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
other  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  without  whose  loyal 
support  and  valuable  assistance  this  report  could  not  have  been  written, 
and  to  the  officials  of  the  Council  and  their  respective  staffs  for  their  help 
and  full  co-operation  on  many  matters. 

T.  PATTON  SEWELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


4 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  principal  statistics  for  the  years 
1948  and  1949  : — 


1948 

1949 

Population  . .  ... 

48,220 

48,360 

Number  of  Deaths  (corrected)  . 

549 

— 

600 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  ...  ... 

1  1.3 

12.4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

32 

35 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000 

registered  live  births) . . 

37 

42 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered 

(corrected)  . . 

864 

843 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  ...  ... 

17.9 

17.4 

Number  of  Still  births  (corrected)  . 

36 

27 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  ... 

40 

31 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  . . 

33 

37 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000 

total  births)  . 

37 

44 

Maternal  Deaths  . 

1 

1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000 

total  births)  .  . 

1.15 

1.19 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000 

Live  and  Still  Births)  . 

l.l  1 

1.15 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  . . 

17 

17 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

0.35 

0.35 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  . . 

20 

18 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

0.41 

0.37 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from  all 
forms  of  Cancer  . 

1.67 

1.74 

Local  Statistics. 

The  Borough  covers  an  area  of  6,359  acres. 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  45,317 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1949  according 

to  rate  books  .  14,654 

Rateable  value . .  .  ...  £246,203 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  .  £970 


s 


Total  Deaths  for  the  Year  1949 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Heart  disease . 

91 

82 

173 

Cancer  . . . 

41 

43 

84 

Intra-cran.  vase,  lesions . 

28 

43 

71 

Bronchitis . 

30 

22 

52 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . 

10 

12 

22 

Tuberculosis  . 

10 

8 

18 

Pneumonia  . 

10 

8 

18 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  inft.  dis . 

1  1 

6 

17 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  . . 

2 

7 

1 

9 

Nephritis  . .  . 

6 

3 

9 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide  . 

5 

1 

6 

Premature  birth  . 

2 

4 

6 

Other  violent  causes  . 

10 

— 

10 

Diabetes  mellitus  . .  . 

I 

2 

3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases  . . 

2 

4 

6 

Influenza . 

2 

6 

8 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis . 

— 

1 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

2 

3 

Appendicitis  . 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  causes  . .  . 

32 

35 

67 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encaphalitis 

— 

1 

1 

Other  maternal  causes . .  . 

■ — 

1 

1 

Road  traffic  accidents  . 

2 

3 

5 

301 

299 

. 

600 
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Comparable  General  Death  Rates 


Leigh 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

England  and 
Wales 

1926 . 

13.3 

10.6 

1  1.6 

1927 . 

12.7 

1  1.3 

12.3 

1928 . 

12.7 

10.6 

11.7 

1929 .  . . 

15.5 

12.3 

13.4 

1930 . 

10.5 

10.5 

1  1.4 

1931 . 

11.9 

1  1.3 

12.3 

1932 . 

13.0 

10.8 

12.0 

1933...  . 

13.8 

1 1.0 

12.3 

1934 . 

13.8 

1  1.3 

1 1.8 

1935 .  ... 

15.3 

11.2 

11.7 

1936 . 

15.8 

1  1.5 

12.1 

1937 . 

14.4 

11.9 

12.4 

1938 . .  ... 

11.9 

1 1.0 

11.6 

1939 . 

15.4 

11.2 

12.1 

1940 . 

16.6 

12.8 

14.3 

1941 . 

11.7 

13.0 

12.9 

1942 . 

12.1 

12.1 

11.6 

1943 . 

12.5 

12.7 

12.1 

1944 . 

12.7 

12.4 

1 1.6 

1945 . 

12.5 

12.3 

11.5 

1946 . 

1 1.5 

1 1.7 

11.4 

1947 . 

12.7 

1 1.9 

12.0 

1948 . 

1  1.3 

10.7 

10.8 

1949 . . 

!2.4 

11.6 

11.7 
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Birth  Rate. 


The  total  number  of  registered  live  births  assignable  to  the  Borough 
of  Leigh  for  the  /ear  1949  was  843  as  compared  with  864  in  the  previous 
year.  The  corresponding  Birth  Rate  for  the  two  years  respectively  are 
17.4  and  17.9  per  i  ,000  of  estimated  population.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the 
Borough.  England  and  Wales  and  148  Towns  with  populations  25,000 — 
50,000  during  the  last  24  years  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Com parati ve  Birth  Rate 


Leigh 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

England  and 
Wales 

1926 . .  ... 

17.2 

17.6 

17.8 

1927 . 

15.3 

16.4 

16.7 

1928 . . 

16.3 

16,6 

16.7 

1929 . . 

13.7 

16.0 

16.3 

1930 . 

14.5 

16.2 

16.3 

1931 . 

15.7 

15.6 

15.8 

1932 . 

14.8 

15.4 

15.3 

1933 . 

14.5 

14.5 

14.4 

1934 .  ...  ... 

14.0 

15.0 

14.8 

1935 . .  ...  ... 

13.6 

14.8 

14.7 

1936 . 

12.8 

15.0 

14.8 

1937 . 

13.5 

15.3 

14.9 

1938 . 

15.3 

15.4 

15.1 

1939 . 

14.5 

15.6 

15.0 

1940 . 

15.5 

15.7 

14.6 

1941 .  ...  ... 

18.1 

16.4 

14.2 

1942 .  . . 

18.3 

18.4 

15.8 

1943 . 

19.8 

19.4 

16.5 

1944 .  . . 

19.3 

20.9 

17.6 

1945 . . 

18.8 

19.2 

16.1 

1946 . 

20.4 

21.3 

19.1 

1947 . 

22,2 

22.2 

20.5 

1948 . 

17.9 

19.2 

17.9 

1949 . 

17.4 

18.0 

16.7 

Still  Birth  Rate. 

The  total  number  of  registered  still  births  assignable  to  the  Borough 
during  the  year  1949,  was  27  as  compared  with  36  in  the  previous  year. 
The  corresponding  rates  for  the  two  years  were  0.55  and  0.74  (per  1,000 
total  population).  The  still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  the 
year  1949  was  0.39. 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases 
in  the  Year  1949. 


148  Sma  Her 

!  26  C.B.’s  and 

Town  Resid- 

England 

Great  Towns  J 

ent  Pop. 

London 

&  Wales 

including  j 

25,000-50,000 

Admin. 

Leigh 

London  1 

at  1931  Census 

County 

Rates  per  1 , 

000  Civilian 

Population 

Births — 

Live  Births  . 

16.7(a) 

18.7 

18.0 

18.5 

17.4 

Still  Births  . 

0.39(a) 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

0.55 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  . 

1  1.7(a) 

12.5 

1  1.6 

12.2 

12.4 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Diphtheria  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis . 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

0.37 

Influenza  . 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.1 1 

0.16 

Smallpox . .  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

O.Oi 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0,02 

Pneumonia  . 

0.51 

0.56 

0.49 

0.59 

0.37 

Notifications  (Correc- 

ted) — 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1.63 

1.72 

1.83 

1.46 

3.45 

Whooping  Cough 

2.39 

2,44 

2.39 

1.70 

3.18 

Diphtheria  . 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.07 

0.04 

Erysipelas  . 

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.17 

0.37 

Smallpox . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  . 

8.95 

8.91 

9.18 

8.54 

8.52 

Pneumonia  . 

0.80 

0.91 

0.65 

0.55 

0.84 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.18 

0.04 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.0! 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning  . 

0,14 

0.16 

0.14 

0.19 

0.08 

Rates  p 

er  1,000  Liv 

e  Births 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year 

of  age  . 

32(b) 

37 

30 

29 

42 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

under  2  years  of  age  ... 

3.0 

3.8 

1  2-4 

1.7 

3.5 

Rate 

s  per  1,000 

Total  (Live 

and  Still)  B 

irths 

Notifications  (Correc- 

i 

ted) — 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  and 

Pyrexia . 

6.31 

8.14 

5.30 

6.82 

1.14 

(a)  Rates  per  1 ,000  total  population. 

( b )  Per  1,000  related  births. 
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Incidence  and  Mortality  of  Tuberculosis 


Age  periods 

‘ 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

i 

F 

Under  1  year  . 

1  year  . 

5  it  . 

10  „  . 

15  „  . 

20  . . 

25  . 

35  ,,  •••  «*• 

45  „  . 

55  „  . .  ... 

65  and  upwards  . 

2 

5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

“ 

1 

1 

T 

z 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- — 

! 

~ 

“ 

Totals  . 

16 

1  1 

3 

3 

10 

7 

— <* 

1 

27 

6 

17 

1  i 

Incidence  and  Mortality  of  Tuberculosis,  1939-1949 


1939  1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1 

1944  1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

| 

1949 

Notified  cases 

(a)  Respiratory  . 

35 

35 

29 

33 

34 

31 

32 

21 

24 

42 

27 

(b)  Non-respiratory 

16 

16 

14 

9 

13 

14 

9 

9 

6 

12 

6 

Deaths  : — 

(a)  Respiratory  . 

19 

31 

20 

26 

13 

14 

15 

1 1 

18 

17 

17  ; 

(b)  Non-respiratory 

4 

4 

2 

6 

5 

4 

4 

5 

1 

3 

1 

! 

1 

Summary  of  the  incidence  of  the  principal  notifiable  diseases  : — 


1948 

1949 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

444 

167 

Diphtheria  . 

5 

2 

Measles  . 

581 

267 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1  1  1 

154 

Pneumonia  . 

39 

41 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

7 

1 

Cerebro  spinal  Fever  . 

— 

3 

Dysentry  . 

2 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

3 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

13 

18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning  . 

4 

1206 

661 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever . ! 

| 

Diphtheria  . j 

I 

Measles  . j 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia  . \ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Cerebro  spinal  Fever 

Dysentery . 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Erysipelas  . 

Acute  Polioen- 

cephalitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Poliomyelitis  . 

Total .  . . 

T 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 


During  the  year  1949,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  a  total  of  1,660 
primary  inspections  and  2,894  re-inspections  of  dwelling  houses  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  investigation  and  abatement  of  nuisances. 
Many  other  visits  in  general  sanitary  administration  were  also  made, 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

Infectious  Diseases—lnvestigation  and  Disinfection. 

196  visits  of  investigation  and  16  re-visits  were  paid  to  premises 
where  infectious  diseases  had  occurred.  In  addition  248  visits  were  made 
by  the  Disinfecting  Staff  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  disinfection  on 
account  of  the  occurrence  of  notifiable  diseases.  281  library  books  were 
disinfected. 

Disinfestation. 

211  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  course  of 
investigation  of  verminous  premises. 

A  total  of  I  19  premises  were  disinfested  as  follows  : — 

74  (249  rooms)  Corporation  houses;  34  (108  rooms)  Private  houses; 

I  I  (3  I  rooms)  miscellaneous  premises  including  shops,  warehouses,  work¬ 
ers  hostels,  canteens  and  institutions.  Where  requested,  owners  and  the 
Corporation  Housing  Department  co-operated  in  the  easing  of  woodwork 
to  facilitate  the  work  of  disinfestation.  The  use  of  D.D.T.  for  the  eradica¬ 
tion  of  insect  pests  was  continued  during  the  year.  D.D.T.  has  proved 
satisfactory  for  dealing  with  bugs,  fleas,  beetles,  si  I  verfish  and  other 
insects.  Gammexane  has  proved  successful  applied  as  a  powder  using  a 
blower  when  dealing  with  cockroaches. 

D.D.T.  or  Grammexane  according  to  circumstances,  have  been  used 
as  sprays  in  solution  of  white  spirit  or  as  an  emulsion  with  water. 

Testing  of  Drainage  Systems. 

49  smoke  and  27  colour  tests  were  applied  during  the  year  to  drainage 
systems  which  were  suspected  of  being  defective.  Where  drains  were 
defective  the  wcrks  of  repair  were  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  inspectors. 

Testing  of  new  drainage  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Department. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets . 

14,580 

No.  of  waste  water  closets . . 

343 

No.  of  trough  closets . 

21  (schools) 

No.  of  pail  closets  . 

24 

Privy  middens  ...  . 

20 

During  the  year  33  waste  water  ciosets  were  converted  into  ped¬ 
estal  water  closets.  A  sum  of  £8  or  one  half  the  cost  of  conversion  which¬ 
ever  is  the  less,  is  paid  to  the  owner  on  completion  of  conversion. 

Pail  closets  and  privy  middens  are  situated  in  the  semi-rural  area 
of  the  Borough  where  it  has  not.  been  practicable  to  provide  water  closets 
owing  to  the  fact  that  sewers  are  not  available. 

Sewerage  Disposal. 

The  disposal  is  effected  at  the  works  of  the  Leigh  and  Atherton 
Joint  Sewerage  Board,  Mather  Lane,  Leigh.  The  method  of  disposal  is  by 
percolating  filters  and  humus  tanks,  with  additional  chemical  treatment 
by  chlorine  gas. 

Houses-!  et-in-Lodgings, 

Frequent  visits  were  made  during  the  year  with  a  view  to  remedying 
any  defects  found  and  ensuring  that  there  was  compliance  with  the  Bye- 
Laws. 

Canal  Boats. 

There  were  no  new  registrations  of  Canal  Boats  during  the  year. 

Six  inspections  were  made,  the  object  being  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  One  infringement 
was  found  and  remedied. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  on  any  Canal  Boat  and  it 
was  not  necessary  to  detain  any  boat  for  cleansing  or  disinfection. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Co-operation  with  the  District  Inspector  of  the  Lancashire  Rivers 
Board  in  respect  of  Pollution  in  Westleigh  Brook  and  tributaries  and  also 
the  Pennington  Flash,  has  continued. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  several  ponds  in  the  Borough  were 
treated  with  D.D.T.  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Therearetwotripedressersand  one  fat  melter  within  the  Borough. 
These  premises  were  regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  ensure 
that  there  was  compliance  with  the  Bye-Laws  and  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938.  A  high  standard  has  been  maintained  by  the  owners  of  the 
businesses. 
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Common-Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  situated  within  the  Borough, 

Rag  Rock  Act,  1 9 S  S  — - 1928. 

Th  ere  are  no  premises  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured.  In  all 
cases  where  rag  and  flock  was  used  it  was  obtained  under  guarantee  to 
comply  with  the  standard  specified  in  the  Act. 

Public  Baths. 

The  Public  Baths  consists  of  two  plunges  and  13  slipper  baths. 
Facilities  are  available  for  Turkish  baths. 

During  the  year  77  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

Mortuary. 

The  Mortuary  is  supervised  by  the  department. 


Refuse  Collection. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Director  of  Cleansing  who 
has  supplied  the  following  information  ■ 

No.  of  moveable  ashbins  . .  ...  14,718 

No.  of  ashbins  emptied  ...  ...  ...  765,326 

Refuse  dealt  with  at  Destructor  ...  ISO  tons 
Refuse  delivered  to  Tip  .  14,000  tons 


Places  of  Entertainment. 

26  visits  were  paid  in  the  year  to  cinemas  and  theatres  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation  and  cleanliness. 

When  applications  for  renewal  of  entertainment  licences  are  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Justices  for  the  Borough,  the  Magistrates  now  make  it  a 
condition  that  such  applications  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  issued  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  suitability  in  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation. 

In  this  connection  additional  accommodation  and  amendment  to 
some  existing,  has  been  secured  in  the  year. 


Shops  Act,  1912—1938. 

A  total  of  1 33  visits  for  all  purposes  were  made  during  the  year. 
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The  Shops  Act,  1934,  concerns  the  health  and  comfort  of  employees 
in  wholesale  and  retail  shop  premises.  23  informal  notices  were  served 
under  Section  10  of  the  Act.  Four  notices  were  served  re  the  provision  of 
suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences,  17  requiring  suitable  and 
sufficient  washing  facilities  and  two  requiring  the  provision  of  suitable  and 
sufficient  means  to  provide  and  maintain  a  reasonable  temperature. 

Two  exemption  certificates  were  granted  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
vision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  in  view  of  restricted 
accommodation  and  there  being  suitable  alternative  accommodation 
available. 

Water  Supply, 

The  supply  is  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Rivington  reservoirs  of  the 
Liverpool  Corporation,  being  sand  filtered  and  chlorinated  before  dis¬ 
tribution  in  the  Borough. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  82  samples  of  drinking  water  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Two  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis.  The  table  on  page 
16  shows  the  results  of  these  analyses. 

With  the  exception  of  samples  taken  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August  all  drinking  water  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  During  this  period  samples  showed  that  the 
quality  of  the  water  had  deteriorated.  This  coincided  with  the  period  of 
drought.  After  consultation  with  the  Water  Engineer  it  was  arranged 
that  an  increased  amount  of  chlorine  should  be  introduced  into  the 
supply.  When  the  drought  period  ended  excess  chlorination  was  discon¬ 
tinued. 

Five  samples  of  well  water  taken  from  threefarms  during  the  period 
of  drought  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  domestic  purposes.  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  therefore  made  for  a  supply  of  towns  water  to  be  made 
available  to  each  farm.  Negotiations  are  proceeding  to  obtain  a  piped 
water  supply  in  each  case,  the  difficulty  being  the  delay  in  the  supply  of 
cast-iron  mains. 


No,  of  houses  with  direct  supply 


from  main  . 

No.  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipe 


14,462 

Nil 
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Factories. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  inspections  during  the 
year  under  Part  One  of  the  Factories  Act,  1 937,  and  an  analysis  ofthe  defects 
which  were  found,  with  particulars  of  the  action  taken. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  —  Defects  Found 


No.  of  defects 

Number  of 
offences  in  res¬ 
pect  of  which 
Prosecutions 
were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

6 

4 

1 

— 

Want  of  ventilation . 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— . 

— 

—— 

__ 

- — 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

3 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

Other  nuisances  . 

— 

— 

- - - 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  r 

Insufficient . 

8 

4 

- — 

3 

__ 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

9 

7 

— . 

4 

— 

Not  seperate  for  sexes  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

■ — • 

Other  offences . 

6 

4 

— 

3 

— 

TOTALS 

34 

23 

1  1 

— 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Premises 

. 

(1) 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 
(2) 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

(3) 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  . 

177 

10 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

50 

9 

— 

Other  premises  . 

2 

1 

— 

TOTALS  . 

229 

20 

— 

Under  Part  VIII  of  the  Act,  two  visits  were  made  to  premises  occu¬ 
pied  by  one  out-worker.  The  premises  were  satisfactory. 
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Summary  of  Visits  of  Sanitary  inspectors. 

In  the  table  below  are  given,  in  summarised  form,  particulars  of  the 
visits  and  general  work  of  the  staff  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  year  1949. 


Visits  to  dwelling  houses  affected  by  nuisances  . 

. 

9  9  9 

4554 

,,  ,,  infectious  or  other  notifiable  disease  . 

. 

•  •  9 

212 

,,  ,,  premises  on  account  of  overcrowding  . 

. 

9.9 

64 

,,  ,,  premises  on  account  of  vermin 

. 

. 

.  .  9 

211 

,,  ,,  premises  on  account  of  rats  and 

mice  Infestation  ... 

•  •  «  i  i  i 

.  9  9 

267 

No.  of  drain  tests  applied  in  connection  with  defective  drainage 
rat  infestations . 

and 

172 

Visits  to  cowsheds  and  farms  . 

. . 

•  9  9 

51 

,,  ,,  dairies  and  milkshops  . 

. .  . 

... 

140 

,,  ,,  bakehouses  . 

. .  . 

...  ... 

9  9  9 

125 

,,  ,,  restaurants,  kitchens  . 

•  ••  •••  ...  •••  •  •  t 

. 

9  9  9 

24 

,,  ,,  general  food  premises  (inc.  ice 

cream  manuf.) 

...  ... 

9  •  « 

294 

,,  ,,  butchers  shops  . 

.  ... 

...  9.9 

9  .  9 

30 

,,  ,,  fried  fish  shops  . 

.  .  . 

. 

9  9  9 

32 

,,  ,,  offensive  trades  . 

9  .  •  ... 

9.9 

23 

,,  ,,  slaughterhouses  . 

. 

9.9  9  .  . 

.  .  9 

590 

Inspection  of  market  ground  and  stalls 

•  *  •  •  .  •  •••  •••  •  •  • 

9  .  9  9  9  9 

»  .  . 

47 

Visits  in  connection  with  Shops  Act  ... 

•  ••  •••  •••  « »  •  ««• 

.  .  9 

133 

,,  to  stables  . .  ... 

.  .  . 

6 

„  ,,  piggeries 

. 

... 

23 

Poultry  runs  . 

•  ••  *  t  »  •  •  •  •  »  • 

. 

.  9  9 

6 

Visits  to  factories  . 

•  «•  .  •  »  •••  ••• 

•  .  • 

229 

,,  ,,  schools  . 

9  •  •  •••  •••  t  1  •  «  9  » 

.  9  * 

6 

,,  ,,  canal  boats  . 

9  9  9  9  9*  •••  •••  ••• 

♦  99  .99 

9  9  9 

6 

,,  ,,  vans  and  tents . 

•  •  *  •••  9  9  9  •••  9.9 

9  9  9 

18 

„  ,,  hotels . 

«  •  •  •  •  9  •••  •••  9*9 

... 

V  9  . 

1 

,,  ,,  workplaces  . 

•  •  9  •••  ••»  <  •  « 

9  9  9 

2 

,,  ,,  cinemas  and  theatres  . 

.99  ... 

9  9  9 

26 

,,  ,,  swimming  baths  . 

. 

. 

9  .  9 

77 

,,  ,,  public  conveniences  . 

. .  . 

. 

9  9  9 

34 

,,  in  connection  with  watercourses 

•  •  •  9.9  9.9  .99 

9  .  9  9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

,,  ,,  connection  with  water  supply 

...  •••  •  •  •  9.9 

•  9  9  9  9  9 

•  9  9 

84 

Manure  middens  . 

•  II  9  9  9  *  »  •  •••  ••• 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

26 

Streets  and  passages  . 

. 

9  9  9 

3 

Marine  store  dealer  . 

.  ...  .  .  .  .  .  • 

9.9 

1 

Colliery  spoil  banks  . 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

9  9  9 

12 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  . . 

•  ••  III  ......  ... 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

9  9  9 

327 

Interviews  ,,,  ...  ...  ...  . . 

•  ••  •  i  i  •  *  i  t  t  r  ••• 

9  .  9  9  9  9 

9  9  9 

924 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


The  number  of  factory  and  works  chimneys  situated  within  the 
Borough  is  74. 

The  local  Bye-law  relating  to  emission  of  black  smoke  permits  a 
maximum  of  two  minutes  in  one  half  hour. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done  in  this 
during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  chimneys  observed  (half  hour  observations) . 

Number  of  observations  showing  emission  of  black  smoke 

in  excess  of  Bye-law  limit  . 

Number  of  intimation  notices  served . .  . 

Number  of  abatement  notices  served . 

Number  of  advisory  visits  made  . 

Number  of  complaints  dealt  with . 

Of  the  72  unsatisfactory  observations  no  fewer  than  45 
two  colliery  chimneys. 

An  average  emission  of  6.23  minutes  of  black  smoke  per  half  hour 
was  recorded. 

The  problem  of  smoke  emission  from  these  sources  has  been  a  long 
standing  one  in  the  Borough.  During  the  course  of  the  year  a  joint 
conference  with  officials  of  the  N.C.B.  was  held,  at  which  the  N.C.B. 
intimated  that  as  a  short  term  policy  they  proposed  to  carry  out  a  two 
stage  mechanisation  cf  the  plant  at  one  colliery.  Stage  one  requires  the 
provision  of  mechanical  coking  stokers  to  five  boilers,  bunker  conveyors 
and  economisers — the  fuel  to  be  washed  slack.  Stage  two  requires  the 
fitting  of  chain  grate  mechanical  stokers  to  the  remaining  boilers  for  the 
purpose  of  burning  slurry. 

The  long  term  policy  will  include  the  substitution  of  the  present 
boilers  by  water  tube  boilers. 

In  the  case  of  the  second  colliery,  the  attention  of  the  plant  engin- 
eer  was  drawn  to  the  defective  condition  of  the  dampers  and  brickwork  of 
the  main  flues.  As  a  long  term  policy  it  is  hoped  to  erect  a  new  water 
tube  boiler  plant. 


connection 

125 

72 

26 

4 

143 

15 

were  from 
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Colliery  Steam  Locomotives, 

Considerable  nuisance  has  been  caused  in  one  part  of  the  district  by 
smoke  from  colliery  steam  locomotives.  Representations  and  consulta¬ 
tions  with  the  management  have  resulted  in  a  different  type  of  fuel  being 
used.  The  drivers  had  also  been  approached  and  had  agreed  to  raise 
steam  whilst  the  locomotive  was  not  stationery  in  the  vicinity  of  house 
property. 

Film  shows  were  arranged  for  colliery  boiler  house  staffs  on  Boiler 
House  Practice.  A  Sanitary  Inspector  attended  each  film  show  and  addres¬ 
sed  the  men  present  on  the  subject  of  Smoke  abatement. 

Fuel  Reseach  Station  Doors. 

After  intimation  of  excessive  black  smoke  from  a  cotton  mill 
chimney,  the  management  installed  Smoke  Eliminator  Doors  to  natural 
draught  Lancashire  boilers.  The  function  of  these  doors  is  to  make 
suitable  supplies  of  additional  air  available  over  the  fire  where  necessary. 
The  doors  are  built  in  the  form  of  a  hollow  metal  box  carrying  two  large 
horizontal  nozzles  (each  about  4^  ins.  in  diameter)  through  which  two  jets 
of  air  pass  continually  without  any  obstruction  directly  from  the  atmos¬ 
phere  into  the  space  over  the  fuel  bed.  The  nozzles  are  provided  on  the 
outside  with  a  movable  flat  plate,  the  main  object  of  which  is  to  shield  the 
eyes  of  the  stoker  from  the  glare  of  the  fire.  This  plate  can  be  set  in  any  of 
three  positions,  e.g.,  full  open,  half  open  and  closed. 

The  additional  air  introduced  after  firing  enters  the  box  through  a 
wide  rectangular  opening  at  the  base  and  passes  upwards  round  the  nozzles 
to  emerge  through  an  annular  opening  surrounding  each  nozzle  and 
through  a  number  of  holes  on  the  furnace  side  of  the  box.  This  air  supply 
is  controlled  by  a  flap  valve  hinged  at  the  bottom  of  the  opening,  which 
opens  under  the  action  of  gravity  and  inertia  whenever  the  door  is  opened 
and  shut,  but  has  to  be  closed  manually  by  the  stoker  at  the  appropriate 
time. 

The  Smoke  Eliminator  Doors  have  been  fitted  experimentally  to 
five  Lancashire  boilers  at  the  works  of  the  plant  previously  mentioned  ; 
subsequent  observations  on  the  chimney  gave  a  most  encouraging  reduct¬ 
ion  in  the  volume  of  smoke  emitted. 

Representations  made  by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  a  small 
boiler  plant  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  centre  resulted  in  a  con¬ 
sultant  being  called  in.  It  was  agreed  that  a  Sprinkler  stoker  with  rotating 
distributor  using  the  natural  draught  be  installed  in  place  of  the  hand 
firing  method. 

This  authority  is  a  member  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement 
Society,  the  Regional  Committee  and  also  the  Standing  Joint  Committee 
of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  industrial  Research  on  Atmospheric 
Pollution. 
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Domestic  Smoke. 

Of  late  much  has  been  done  by  the  Government  to  encourage  the 
use  of  smokeless  fuels  in  domestic  grates.  Manufacturers  in  response  to 
this  encouragement  have  produced  several  types  of  grate  suitable  for 
ordinary  domestic  use  which  will  burn  coke  and  similar  fuels  efficiently. 
From  enquiries  in  the  district  an  increasing  number  of  householders  are 
having  these  fitted.  Unfortunately,  so  far,  little  interest  in  the  sale  of 
solid  smokeless  fuels  has  been  evinced  by  the  trade. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  recording  of  the  extent  of  atmospheric  pollution  was  commen¬ 
ced  in  the  month  of  November  in  co-operation  with  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

Impurity  in  the  atmosphere  can  take  the  form  of  solid  or  liquid 
particles  which  may  be  so  large  that  they  settle  out  rapidly  or  so  small 
that  they  remain  suspended  for  a  very  long  time  ;  and  gaseous  impurity 
which  is  dispersed  and  remains  in  the  air  until  it  is  absorbed  by  rain, 
or  by  substances  with  which  it  comes  into  contact. 

Atmospheric  pollution  can  be  sub-divided  into  four  main  sub¬ 
divisions. 

1.  Smoke. 

2.  Ash  or  grit. 

3.  Sulphur  dioxide. 

4.  Other  particles  and  gases. 

The  apparatus  in  use  consists  of  three  standard  deposit  gauges  and 
three  lead-peroxide  instruments.  The  latter  is  used  to  provide  a  useful  in¬ 
dex  of  what  may  be  called  the  activity  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere. 

The  instruments  have  been  sited  as  follows  : — 

No.  I.  On  lawn  at  front  of  Leigh  Boys’  Grammar  School. 

No.  2.  Town  Hall  flat  roof. 

No.  3.  On  lawn  at  front  of  Firs  Maternity  Home. 


Solid  matter  deposited  at  the  fixed  Leigh  Collecting  Centres 
during  November  and  December,  1949 


Tons  of  so 

lid  matter  per  square  mile 

Month 

Leigh  Boys’ 
Grammar  School 

Town 

Hall 

Firs 

Maternity  Home 

November  . 

21.77 

36.78 

26.69 

December^ . 

17.72 

30.50 

23.59 

Sulphur  determination  by  the  Lead  Peroxide  Method 


Milligram  per  100  square  centimetres  per  day 

f  | 

Month 

Leigh  Boys’ 

Town 

Firs 

Grammar  School 

Hall 

Maternity  Home 

November  . 

2.50 

3.61 

2.48 

December  . 

2.33 

3.31 

2.57 
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Colliery  Spoil  Banks. 

This  year  has  again  seen  some  re-occurence  of  combustion  in 
several  colliery  Spoil  Banks.  This  was  due  to  the  extension  of  old  tipping 
sites. 

On  the  question  of  Colliery  Spoil  Banks  much  could  be  done  by 
consultation  with  Health  Department  officials  as  to  the  depth  and  build-up 
of  the  site  to  be  used,  before  commencement  of  tipping.  The  position 
now  is  that  the  first  indication  the  Department  secures  is  a  considerable 
number  of  complaints  in  a  locality,  of  bad  smells,  which  on  investigation 
usually  prove  to  be  the  colliery  tip.  If  the  N.C.B.  would  inform  the 
Department  of  its  intention  to  use  a  particular  site  or  extend  an  existing 
one,  advice  and  some  degree  of  oversight  as  to  the  methods  in  operation 
could  be  exercised  by  our  staff. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  on  the  control  of 
these  fires.  Inert  material  such  as  flue  dust,  slag  dust,  softener  slag  and 
washing  dirt,  being  used  to  blanket  the  site,  in  no  case  has  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water  been  available.  One  tip  was  closed  after  representations 
from  the  Department. 

The  temperature  readings  commenced  in  1948  have  been  continued 
during  the  year  at  two  tips.  The  graphs  appearing  on  pages  23  and  24 
show  the  results  of  the  applied  measures. 
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COLLIERY  SPOIL  BANKS  TEMPERATURE  CHART  READINGS 
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HOUSING 


General  Observations, 

A  considerable  number  of  houses  do  not  possess  baths,  hot 
water  or  a  food  store.  Dampness  is  prevalent  in  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  older  type  of  houses.  Many  are  over  60  years  of  age  and 
are  worn  out.  Mining  subsidence  continues  to  be  prevalent  in  some 
parts  of  the  district  with  the  consequent  adverse  effect  on  the  structural 
fabric  and  damp  proof  courses. 

Demolition  of  Houses, 

No  official  representations  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act 
1936,  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  twelve  undertakings  not  to  re-let  dwelling  houses 
found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  were  given  by  owners  and  arrangements 
to  re-house  the  tenants  were  made  by  the  Locai  Authority.  In  addition, 
one  other  property  was  demolished  voluntarily  by  the  owners. 

Action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  remedying  of  defects  in  dwelling  houses.  A  perusal  of  the 
figures  in  the  table  relating  to  outstanding  defects  is  evidence  of  the  need 
for  a  re-commencement  of  a  slum  clearance  programme.  The  major 
portion  of  these  defects  exist  in  property  which  cannot  be  brought  to  a 
reasonable  standard  without  the  cost  being  far  beyond  what  the  property 
would  be  worth  afterwards.  This  constant  attention  to  sub-standard 
property  takes  far  more  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  time  than  is  merited. 
Until  the  supply  of  new  houses  meets  present  requirements  this  problem 
will  increase  year  by  year.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  some  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  obtaining  certain  essential  materials  for  house  repairs. 
Cement  Eavesgutters  and  Ironwork  were  all  in  short  supply.  These 
shortages  had  an  adverse  effect  on  the  completion  of  notices  during  the 
year  under  review. 

During  the  year  repairs  were  carried  out  by  the  department,  in  de¬ 
fault  of  owners,  following  service  of  Statutory  notices  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  at  a  total  cost  of  £663  9s.  lOd. 
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List  of  Defects  Found  and  Remedied  in  Dwelling  Houses 


Nature 

Found 

Remedied 

Drains  . . 

150 

127 

Roofs  . 

179 

75 

Eaves  . 

262 

1 58 

Walls  . 

254 

107 

Plaster,  damp  . 

261 

154 

Plaster,  defective . 

440 

268 

Closets,  water  . 

169 

115 

Closets,  waste  water . 

18 

18 

Sinks  . 

55 

30 

Sink  pipes  . 

47 

28 

Floors  . 

134 

77 

Yards  and  paving . 

8 

21 

Window  frames  . 

505 

144 

Insufficient  ventilation . 

1  1 

17 

Dirty  and  unwholesome  houses  . . 

30 

10 

Doors  . 

88 

42 

Insufficient  water  supply  . 

36 

48 

Other  defects  . 

373 

188 

Privies  . 

3 

2 

Pails . 

5 

4 

No.  of  defects  dealt  with  .  3028 

No.  of  defects  abated  .  1633 

No.  of  defects  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  .  1395 


Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  64  reported  cases  of  overcrowding  were  investi¬ 
gated  and  letters  ccnfirming  the  existence  of  overcrowding  in  34  cases 
were  sent  to  the  Housing  Director,  reccmmending  early  consideration 
for  re-housing.  Al'ocation  of  houses  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Housing 
Committee  which  operate  a  'points’  scheme.  The  extent  of  overcrowding 
within  the  Borough  is  not  accurately  known  and  would  require  a  complete 
survey  of  all  dwelling  houses.  The  availability  of  staff  does  not  yet  warr¬ 
ant  such  a  survey. 


Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  2,021  applicants  on  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  housing  list  of  which  1,433  were  living  in  lodgings. 

Erection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

The  Housing  Director  and  Borough  Surveyor  have  supplied  the 
following  information  : — 

N  umber  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  Local  Authority  and  other  bodies  .  182 

( b )  Local  Authority .  156 

(c)  Other  Local  Authorities .  Nil 

( d )  Other  bodies  or  persons .  26 
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The  number  of  dwellings  built  by  the  Local  Authority  included  20 
Old  People’s  Dwellings  or  flats.  The  type  of  house  now  under  construction 
is  the  A3  3  consisting  of  living  room,  dining  space,  working  kitchen, 
three  bedrooms,  bathroom  combined  with  w.c.  Outbuildings  include  w.c., 
coals  and  store. 

TABLE  OF  HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year — 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  . 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  . 

2.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  where  defects  were  Remedied  during  the  year 

without  service  of  formal  notices .  442 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  I  I,  12,  13  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  . .  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  577 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(o)  By  owners .  ...  214  \  -.|R 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  104  1 


1660 

4554 

13 

1265 


\ 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


Food  Hygiene, 

During  the  year  much  attention  has  been  focused  throughout  the 
country  on  the  matter  of  food  and  drink  infections.  A  special  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  Council  first  appointed  in  1947  was  re-constituted  in 
November  to  investigate  ways  and  means  of  introducing  codes  of  practice 
in  all  food  trades,  with  special  reference  to  distribution  and  handling. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  continued  to  take  a  keen  interest 
in  all  aspects  of  food  handling  and  distribution  within  the  Borough.  The 
response  by  the  trade  to  the  provisions  providing  for  bread  wrapping 
has  been  most  disappointing.  Bread  is  a  staple  article  of  diet  and,  as  dis¬ 
tributed  at  present,  is  open  to  contamination  in  a  variety  of  ways  which 
need  no  stressing.  Wrapped  bread  is  the  most  hygienic  way  of  distri¬ 
bution  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  this  method  will  be  more 
widely  adopted. 

Another  problem  which  gives  rise  toconcern  is  the  practice  by  some 
butchers  shops  of  hanging  unskinned  rabbits  for  display  in  shop  windows 
in  close  proximity  to  fresh  meat.  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  contamin¬ 
ation,  rabbits  should  be  skinned  before  display. 

The  storage  and  sale  of  vegetables,  fruit  and  fish  and  prepared  foods 
in  the  same  premises  call  for  the  utmost  care  and  supervision  of  staff  in 
food  premises. 

The  Model  Byelaws  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  are  a  step 
in  the  right  direction  and  their  implimentation  locally  will  con¬ 
siderably  help  the  Clean  Food  Campaign.  The  impetus  of  such  a  Clean 
Food  Campaign  could  be  helped  tremendously  by  a  more  critical  outlook 
on  the  part  of  the  housewife  when  shopping.  Not  all  shopkeepers  and 
managers  realise  the  importance  of  the  clean  handling  of  foodstuffs. 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  food  supply  including  meat  and  milk  is  under  constant  super¬ 
vision.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  a  total  of  590  visits  to  slaughter¬ 
houses,  125  visits  to  Bakehouses,  140  visits  to  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  and 
356  visits  to  wholesale  and  retail  food  shops. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Depot  at  Leigh  is  the  central  depot  for  slaugh¬ 
ter  and  distribution  of  Meat  for  Leigh,  Atherton,  Tyldesley,  Golborne, 
farlestown  and  Newton-le-Willows,  an  approximate  population  of  125,000, 
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Ante-mortem  and  post-mortem  examinations  of  all  animals  received 
at  the  Depot  are  carried  out. 

During  the  course  of  post-mortem  inspections  special  care  and 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  detection  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  more 
commonly  known  as  Beef  Bladder  Worm.  The  Cysts  were  found  in  23 
carcases.  The  carcase  meat  was  subjected  to  the  treatment  approved  by 
the  Ministry.  This  consists  of  cold  storage  of  the  meat  at  a  temperature 
of  16°  F.  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  weeks  after  which  it  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  safe. 

There  is  also  a  Bacon  Factory  situated  within  the  Borough  where 
slaughtering  and  curing  takes  place  daily. 

Oxen  are  stunned  by  captive  boit  pistol  and  calves,  sheep  and  pigs 
by  the  use  of  electrically  charged  stunning  tongs. 

The  following  table  gives  details  regarding  all  animals  which  were 
slaughtered  and  inspected  during  1949:— 


1 

Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed . . 

2799 

1950 

1817 

18,885 

5520  ! 

No.  inspected  .  ... 

2799 

1950 

1817 

18,885 

5520 

...  . J 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

13 

17 

24 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  . 

1398 

912 

18 

3720 

298 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  disease  or 
parasitic  conditions  other  than 
Tuberculosis . 

50,0 

47.4 

1.9 

19.8 

5.5 

Tuberculosis  only. 

*Whole  carcases  condemned . 

23 

138 

5 

— 

40 

TCarcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

176 

582 

4 

344 

Percentage  of  the  number  ins¬ 
pected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

7.1 

36.9 

0.4 

_ 

6.9 

*Twenty-one  cows  were  sent  for  slaughter  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938  by  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon,  and  are  included  in  these  figures. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  list  of  Foods  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  All  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 


Article 

Quantity 

Size 

Article 

Quantity 

Size 

Bacon 

3  lbs. 

M.  &  V.  Ration 

3 

tins 

Is. 

n  *  e  •  »  •  *  •  •  • 

6  tins 

Marmalade 

1 

tin 

2s. 

Beetroot . 

2  tins 

A  2 

>  >  ... 

1 

tin 

2is. 

»)  .  •  •  • 

12  tins 

2s 

Meat  &  Gravy 

5 

tins 

M  ...  ...  ... 

1  tin 

2. Vs 

Molasses . 

4 

tins 

Brisket  Beef . 

1  tin 

6  lbs. 

Mixed  Vegs.  ... 

2 

tins 

1  s. 

Broth  . 

4  tins 

16  ozs. 

y  y  •  *  * 

1 

tin 

2s. 

Butter 

9  lbs. 

yy  •  •  • 

5 

tins 

16  ozs. 

Carrots  . 

1  tin 

A  1 

yy  •  •  • 

2 

tins 

A  1 

n  *  •  •  *  •  •  •  •  • 

15  tins 

A  2 

y  y  *  •  • 

1 

tin 

A  2 

n  . 

2  tins 

2s 

Mussels  . 

22 

tins 

13^  ozs. 

n  •  •  •  . 

10  tins 

2's 

Milk  Full  Cream 

1  1 

tins 

2  pints 

n  ...  ...  ... 

14  tins 

16  ozs. 

50 

tins 

16  ozs. 

Cheese  . . 

44  lbs. 

80 

tins 

If  pts. 

Chopped  Ham 

1  tin 

!2  ozs. 

„  Evap,  ... 

74 

tins 

1  s. 

Coffee  . 

18  bottles 

y  y  *  «  • 

59 

tins 

14V  ozs. 

Coffee  Mixture 

2  tins 

60 

tins 

16  ozs. 

Cruncherats  . 

2§  ozs. 

30 

tins 

If  pts. 

Dessert  Powder  ... 

6  pkts. 

62 

tins 

2  pts. 

Dripping . 

336  lbs. 

,,  Skimmed 

52 

tins 

11  Pts. 

Eggs  (dried)  . 

38  lbs. 

Nuts  Cachew 

14 

lbs. 

Fish  Brislings . 

14  tins 

JLc 

4:  * 

Ox  Tongue  ... 

14 

tins 

6  lbs. 

,,  Cod . 

246  lbs. 

Peas . . 

18 

tins 

1  s. 

,,  Craw  . 

21  tins 

1c 

4: 

9 

tins 

16  ozs. 

,,  Haddock . 

5  st. 

20  tins 

A  1 

,,  Kippers  . 

16  st. 

62 

tins 

A  2 

„  Pilchards . 

46  tins 

15  ozs. 

24 

tins 

10  ozs. 

,,  Pilchards . 

15  tins 

16  ozs. 

27 

tins 

2s. 

,,  Salmon  . 

8  tins 

1c 

4“  • 

6 

tins 

2is. 

,,  Salmon  ... 

22  tins 

JLc 

2  ^  • 

39 

tins 

-V  litre 

,,  Salmon  . 

27  tins 

Is. 

Pickles  . 

10 

jars 

is. 

,,  Herrings . 

5  tins 

1  lb. 

Pork  Brawn  ... 

4 

tins 

29  ozs. 

,,  Herrings . 

1  tin 

yy  •  •  • 

6 

tins 

12  ozs. 

,,  Sardines . 

42  tins 

is. 

yy  •  *  • 

1  1 

tins 

4  lbs. 

French  Beans . 

5  tins 

A 1 

Pork  &  Gravy 

3 

tins 

1  lb.  1 4  oz 

y  y  •  •  •  •  •  • 

31  tins 

1  s. 

Pork . 

1 

tin 

1  lb.  1 3  oz 

If  . 

10  tins 

2*s. 

Potatoes . 

1 

tin 

2s. 

n  ...  ... 

21  tins 

16  ozs. 

Puddings  Fruit 

1 

tin 

10V  ozs. 

Fruit  Apples . 

1,096  lbs. 

Puddings  Milk 

23 

tins 

16  oz. 

,,  Apples . 

7  tins 

2s. 

Puffed  Wheat 

12 

pkts. 

,,  Apples . 

3  tins 

•is. 

Plum  Jam 

7 

jars 

I|  lbs. 

Apple  Sauce 

10  tins 

12  ozs. 

Raspberry  Jam 

2 

tins 

5  lbs. 

,,  Apricots 

3  tins 

2is. 

Rabbit  . 

66 

carcases 

,,  Blackcurrants 

1  tin 

Gal. 

yy  . 

2 

tins 

Is. 

,,  Cherries 

1  tin 

A  1 

yy  •  •  •  *  •  • 

1 

tin 

16  ozs. 

,,  Damsons 

1  tin 

A  2 

Slab  Cake 

31 

lbs. 

,,  Cherries 

1  tin 

2s. 

Solvat  . 

19 

cases 

42  lbs. 

,,  Grapes . 

3  tins 

12  ozs. 

Sausage  Meat... 

5 

lbs. 

,,  Grapes . 

14  tins 

2is. 

yy  •  •  * 

14 

tins 

16  ozs. 

,,  Peaches . 

3  tins 

1  s. 

Small  Fowls  ... 

20 

„  Peaches... 

3  tins 

2s. 

Soup  . 

15 

tins 

16V  ozs. 

,,  Peaches . 

5  tins 

24  s. 

yy  •  •  • 

3 

tins 

Med. 

„  Pears  . 

16  tins 

2s, 

yy  . 

3 

tins 

10  ozs. 

,,  Pears  . 

3  tins 

2£s. 

yy  •  •  •  •  •  • 

7 

tins 

16  ozs. 

,,  Pineapples  ... 

8  tins 

12  ozs. 

yy  •  •  •  •  •  * 

1 

tin 

Is. 

,,  Plums  . 

1  tin 

1  lb. 

Steak  &  Carrots 

•  •  • 

2 

tins 

16  ozs. 

Si 


Article 

Quantity 

Size 

Article 

Quantity 

Size 

Fruit  Plums  . 

23  tins 

A  2 

Stewed  Steak 

8  tins 

16  ozs. 

,,  Plums  . 

9  tins 

2s. 

n  ... 

14  tins 

Is. 

,,  Plums  . 

4  tins 

2}yS. 

Suet . 

224  lbs. 

,,  Rhubarb 

25  tins 

A  1 

Spaghetti . 

6  tins 

Is. 

,,  Rhubarb 

9  tins 

A  2 

Sweetfat . 

56  lbs. 

,,  Rhubarb 

6  tins 

1  s. 

Tomatoes  . 

2  tins 

1  s. 

,,  Rhubarb 

22  tins 

16  ozs. 

n  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3  tins 

15  ozs. 

,,  Rhubarb 

1  tin 

19  ozs. 

M  •  '  •  •  •  * 

!  tin 

2s. 

Luncheon  Meat 

6  tins 

12  ozs. 

n  •  *  *  •  •  • 

15  tins 

3s. 

n  •  •  •  •  •  • 

3  tins 

35  ozs. 

Tomato  Juice 

1  tin 

A  1 

»»  •  • *  •  •  • 

31  tins 

4  lbs. 

Veal  Loaf  . 

39  tins 

1  1  h  ozs. 

» »  . 

1  tin 

2{-  lbs. 

Vegetarian  Links  ... 

36  lbs. 

M.  &  B.  Loaf..’.  "! 

18  tins 

34  tins 

|s. 

12  ozs. 

Whalemeat  Steak  ... 

2  tins 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  Public  Analyst  for  the  Borough  is  Dr.  G.  H.  Walker, 
Ph.D.,  F.R.I.C.,  Lancashire  County  Analyst,  County  Offices,  Preston. 

134  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination.  The  following  classified  table  gives  the  results 
of  the  analysis  of  the  samples. 


Article 

Number 

examined 

Number  adulterated  or 
otherwise  giving  rise 
to  irregularity 

Formal 

Informal 

- 

Private 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Private 

Total 

Almond  Paste 

1 

1 

Cheese  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chewing  Gum 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cloves  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Coffee  . 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Cooking  fat 
(Sweetened) 

— 

■ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

. 

Currant  Sugar?  ... 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Spread  . 3  ••• 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

Curry  Powder 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Digestive  Mints  ... 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

— ■ 

- — 

— 

Flour  Confectionery 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Fish  Cakes  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

- - 

Gelatine  (Flav.) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

- — 

Glace  Cherries 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Honey  (English)  ... 

— 

1 

16 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

Ice  Cream  . 

— 

— 

1 6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jam . 

— 

1 

- . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Lard . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Cheese 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

■  .. 

Milk . 

65 

15 

— 

80 

7 

— 

— 

7 

Mincemeat  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Nutmeg  (Ground) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pickles  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rum . 

2 

2 

— 

4 

1 

1 

- — 

2 

Salad  Cream . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Sausage  (Beef) 

2 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Soft  Drinks 

(Ciderette) . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Sweets  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tea . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Vinegar  (Malt) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vinegar  (Tarragan) 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— — - 

— 

— 

Total 

70 

64 

0 

134 

10 

3 

0 

13 

The  percentage  adulteration  over  all  samples  being  9.62%  against 
10.3%  in  1948. 
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Adulterated  Samples 


No. 

Article 

Nature  of  Adulteration  or 
irregularity 

Observations 

1015 

Milk  (Formal)  . . 

Deficient  20.3  per  cent  fat  and 
25.1  per  cent  solids — not  fat: 
freezing  point  indicated  26.4  per 
cent  extraneous  water. 

Same  vendor  Prosecution 
made  under  Sec.  3  of  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
Fined  £20  including  costs 

1016 

Milk  (Formal) . 

Deficient  23.3  per  cent  fat  and 
32.0  per  cent  solids — not  fat  : 
freezing  point  indicated  34.8  per 
cent  extraneous  water. 

1024 

Sausages,  Beef 

(Formal)  ... 

Deficient  31  per  cent  of  the  mini¬ 
mum  percentage  of  meat. 

Minister  of  Food  Prose¬ 
cution.  Fined  £10  and 
£4  4  0  costs. 

1025 

Sausages,  Beef 

(Formal)  . 

Deficient  39  per  cent  of  the  mini¬ 
mum  percentage  of  meat. 

Fined  £10  and  £4  4  0 

costs. 

1029 

Sausages,  Beef 
...(Informal)  ...  ... 

Contained  115  parts  per  million 
sulphur  dioxide  without  declara¬ 
tion. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

1041 

Milk  (Formal) . 

Deficient  21  per  cent  fat. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

1071 

Milk  (Formal)  . . 

Freezing  point  indicated  1.3  per 
cent  extraneous  water. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

1072 

Milk  (Formal)  ...  ... 

Deficient  6.6  per  cent  fat. 

Vendor  notified. 

1093 

Milk  (Formal) . 

Deficient  6.6  per  cent  fat. 

Vendor  notified. 

1 105 

Milk  (Formal) . 

Deficient  7.2  per  cent  solids— -not 
fat  :  freezing  point  indicated  8.7 
per  cent  extraneous  water. 

Section  3  Food  &  Drugs 
Act,  1938.  Fined  £10 
and  £2  2  0  costs. 

1 136 

Mincemeat  (Informal) 

Soluble  solids  64.5  per  cent  defici¬ 
ent  0.5  per  cent  soluble  solids. 

No  action  advised. 

1135 

Rum  (Informal) 

Contained  8.6  per  cent  excess 
water. 

See  formal  sample  1139. 

1139 

Rum  (Formal) . 

Declared  70  per  cent  Proof  found 
to  be  only  64  per  cent  Proof. 
Labelling  of  Food  Order  Offeree. 

Firm  adopted  new  type 
of  bottle  seal  and  em¬ 
ployee  dismissed. 
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Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples  —  1940  -  1949  Table 


Year 

No.  of  samples 

Fat 

Solids-not-fat 

Total  solids 

%  Adulterated 

1940 

90 

3.77 

8.80 

12.57 

3.3 

1941 

88 

3.70 

8.68 

12.38 

l.l 

1942 

78 

3.60 

8.67 

12.27 

5.1 

1943 

61 

3.79 

8.60 

12.39 

3.3 

1944 

50 

3.70 

8.53 

12.23 

4.0 

1945 

38 

3.61 

8.55 

12.16 

7.9 

1946 

34 

3.57 

8.55 

12.12 

5.9 

1947 

60 

3.81 

8.52 

12.33 

16.6 

1948 

83 

3.70 

8.60 

12.30 

9.6 

1949 

80 

3.67 

8.56 

12.23 

8,7 

Average 

of  10  years  ... 

3.69 

8.60 

12.29 

6,5 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders, 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  85%  of  the  milk  retailed  within 
the  Borough  is  heat-treated,  being  either  pasteurised  or  sterilised, 

A  welcome  increase  in  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 
Milk  is  to  be  reported  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

There  are  32  dairy  farms  including  one  accredited  farm,  within  the 
Borough  with  approximately  400  cows.  During  the  year  51  visits  ware 
paid  to  these  farms. 

On  the  1st  October,  1949,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949, 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949  and  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regulations  1 949, 
became  operative.  From  this  date  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
took  over  the  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  on  all  farms.  The 
Local  Authority  still  supervises  the  distribution  of  milk  after  it  leaves  the 
farm  for  retail  sale. 

An  extremely  important  provision  contained  in  the  raw  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  now  gives  control  over  milk  liable  to  cause  disease. 


34 


Article  20  of  the  Regulation  states  : — 

Where  the  medical  officer  of  health  of  a  district  is  in  possession  of  evidence 
which  satisfies  him  that  any  person  is  suffering  from  disease  caused  by  the  consumption 
of  milk  supplied  within  the  district  from  any  registered  premises  or  that  the  milk  at 
any  registered  premises  within  the  district  is  infected  with  disease  communicable  to  man, 
he  may  by  a  notice  in  writing  to  the  occupier  of  the  premises,  specifying  such  evidence, 
require  that  no  milk  from  those  premises,  or  that  no  such  milk  therefrom  as  is  specified, 
whether  by  reference  to  its  category  or  place  of  origin,  or  both,  in  the  notice,  shall — 

(a)  if  the  premises  are  within  the  district,  be  sold  for  human  consumption,  or 

used  in  the  manufacture  of  products  for  human  consumption  ;  or 

(b)  if  the  premises  are  without  the  district,  be  sold  for  human  consumption 

within  the  district  :  or 

(c)  in  case  (a)  above  be  sold  or  used,  or  in  case  ( b )  above  be  so  sold,  unless  it 

has  been  treated,  or,  in  the  case  of  a  sale,  is  sold  subject  to  its  being  treated 
before  consumption,  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
medical  officer  of  health  that  it  may,  with  safety,  be  so  disposed  of. 

In  this  regard  it  is  interesting  to  be  able  to  report  that  action  was 
taken  in  two  cases.  Following  biological  examinations  proving  positive, 
the  milk  from  two  herds  in  the  Borough  was,  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
farmers,  Heat-Treated  until  a  certificate  was  received  from  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Surgeon  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  declaring 
the  herds  free  from  infection. 

186  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation,  A  table  of  the  results  of  these  examinations  appears  on  page  35, 


Bacteriological  and  Biological  Examination  of  Milk  Samples 
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NATURE  OF  TEST 

Phosphatase  Test 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 
- ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

Satis¬ 

factory 

1 

1 

T 

fN 

20 

<N 

65 

U 

CQ 

Absent 

00  i 

— 

I 

— 

90  i 

u 

>_ 

o> 

3 

h* 

Present 

\D 

— 

1 

1 

1 

■u 

c 

3 

0 

u 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

1 

I 

1 

a 

<D 

U 

ca 

Satis¬ 

factory 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Coliform  Test 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

29 

— 

1 

■ 

' 

o 

Satis¬ 

factory 

52 

1 

1 

1 

56 

rte  Blue 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

On 

ro 

— 

fN 

i 

i 

1 

42 

Methylei 

Satis¬ 

factory 

63 

to 

tN 

tN 

20 

cN 

131 

No. 

taken 

U-) 

sO 

24 

20 

rN 

sD 

CO 

1 

Designation 

! 

Raw  . 

I 

Accredited 

Pasteurised... 

1 

Sterilised  ... 

T.T.  Past.  ... 

Total  . ! 
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The  Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Milk. 

I  I  I  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  to  the  biological  test  for 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  Tubercle  bacilli  proved  to  be  present  in 
seven  or  6.3%  of  the  samples.  In  all  cases  wherethe  presenceof  T.B.  was 
confirmed  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Surgeon  ofthe  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  was  notified  and  also  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Two  samples  of  heat-treated  milk  were  submitted  to  the  biological 
test  for  the  presence  of  T.B.  These  samples  were  negative. 

12  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  school  children  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination.  All  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


Table  of  raw  milk  samples  submitted  to  the  biological  test  for  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  tubercle  bacilli  1940 — -1949. 


Year 

No.  of  Samples 
raw  milk  and 
accredited  milk 

Biologi< 

:al  Test 

%  of  Samples 
found  to 
contain  T.B. 

T.B.  + 

T.B. — 

1940  ...  . 

106 

12 

94 

1  1.32 

1941  ...  . . 

223 

12 

21  1 

5.38 

1942  . 

255 

21 

234 

8.23 

1943  . 

210 

II 

199 

5.24 

1944  . 

203 

6 

197 

2.95 

1945  . 

95 

10 

85 

10.50 

1946  . 

107 

5 

102 

4.67 

1947  . 

47 

2 

45 

4.26 

1948  . 

1 16 

9 

107 

7.76 

1949  . 

1 1 1 

7 

104 

6.30 

Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act, 

1938,  Sec.  1 86  (I)  (a). 


Ice  Cream. 

Under  the  above  Act  no  premises,  unless  registered  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  by  the  Council,  shall  be  used  for  the  sale  or  the  manufacture  for 
purposes  of  sale  of  any  commodity  consisting  of  ice  cream,  or  any  sub¬ 
stance  similar  thereto,  or  the  storage  of  any  such  commodity  intended  for 
sale. 
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32  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream.  After  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  premises 
concerned,  to  ensure  that  arrangements  for  storage  were  satisfactory, 
these  applications  for  registration  were  granted.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
69  premises  had  been  registered  for  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947. 

Two  classes  of  ice  cream  are  recognised  under  the  above  Regulations. 

1.  Hot  Mix — after  mixing  the  ingredients,  the  mixture  shall  not  be 
kept  for  more  than  one  hour  at  any  temperature  exceeding  45°F. 
before  being  subjected  to  heat  treatment  as  follows 

(a)  The  mixture  shall  be  kept  at  a  temperature  of  not  less 
than  1 50°  F.  for  30  minutes,  or  alternatively,  of  not  less  than 
160°  F.  for  10  minutes. 

(b)  After  the  mixture  has  been  subjected  to  heat  treatment  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  reduced  to  a  temperature  of  not  more 
than  45°  F.  within  l|  hours  and  shall  be  kept  at  such  a 
temperature  until  the  freezing  process  is  begun. 

2.  Complete  Cold  Mix — this  consists  of  a  manufactured  product, 
previously  subjected  to  heat  treatment,  which  can  be  made  into 
ice  cream  by  the  addition  of  wholesome  water  oniy  and  when  re¬ 
constituted  for  manufacture  must  be  converted  into  ice  cream 
within  one  hour  of  re-constitution. 

Further  provisions  are  that— 

Ice  cream  shall  not  be  sold  or  offered  for  sale  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  unless 

(a)  it  has  been  kept  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  28°  F. 
after  having  been  frozen. 

( b )  ice  cream  shall  be  protected  from  dirt,  dust  and  other 
contamination  at  all  times  during  manufacture,  storage 
and  distribution. 

(c)  apparatus  and  utensils  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed  im¬ 
mediately  after  use  and  kept  clean  at  all  times. 

Two  ice  cream  manufacturers  failed  to  comply  with  the  above 
requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  and 
have  ceased  to  manufacture  ice  cream. 

There  are  at  present  four  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  situated  within 
the  Borough. 
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Two  use  a  ‘hot  mix’  and  two  the  complete  cold  mix  method.  These 
premises  are  satisfactory  and  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

It  is  interesting  to  report  that  ice  cream  is  delivered  to  premises 
within  the  Borough  for  re-sale  by  no  fewer  than  23  different  ice  cream 
manufacturers.  Close  liaison  has  been  necessary  with  the  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  in  whose  areas  the  manufacturing  premises  are  situated. 


Methylene  Blue  Test. 

The  following  table  shows  the  grades  achieved  of  101  samples  of  ice 
cream  submitted  for  examination: — 


No.  of  Samples 

Grade  1. 

Grade  II. 

Grade  III. 

Grade  IV. 

101 

39 

26 

16 

20 

In  the  case  of  one  manufacturer  the  Local  Authority  in  whose  area 
the  manufacturers  premises  were  situated  was  asked  to  investigate  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  in  view  of  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  samples 
taken  within  the  Borough.  Further  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Composition  of  samples  submitted. 

Although  there  is  no  prescribed  standard  for  ice  cream,  the  follow¬ 
ing  table  on  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  shows  that  a  fairly 
good  average  quality  ice  cream  has  been  sold  within  the  Borough  during 
the  year. 


Report 

Nature  of 

Method  of 

Type  of 

Sample 

Manufacture 

Sample 

Fat 

Total  Solids 

Ice  Cream  (Choc.) 

Hot  Mix 

Wrapped  block 

1.5% 

25.8% 

J  > 

9  9 

Loose  from  cooler 

8. 1  % 

78.6% 

„  (Choc.) 

9  9 

Wrapped  block 

4.5% 

30.2% 

9  > 

9  9 

Loose 

6.7% 

3 1 .7% 

9  9 

9  9 

Loose 

7.0% 

30.4% 

,,  (Choc.) 

9  9 

Wrapped  block 

8.3% 

35.8% 

99 

99 

Wrapped  block 

11.1% 

29.8% 

9  9 

9  9 

From  cooler 

7.4% 

29.6% 

99 

9  9 

Loose 

7.6% 

35.8% 

99 

9  9 

Tub 

1  1 .4% 

34.1% 

99 

9  9 

Wrapped 

11.3% 

31.1% 

99 

99 

Wrapped 

6.1% 

29.4% 

37.6% 

99 

9  9 

Wrapped 

11.5% 

99 

99 

Wrapped 

8.0% 

37.0% 

99 

99 

Wrapped 

10.8% 

37.0% 

99 

99 

Tub 

7.3% 

28.0% 

Average . 

8.0% 

31.9% 
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Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  Genera!  Powers)  Act, 

1938.  Sec.  116  (I)  (b). 


Premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  meat, 
fish,  or  other  food  intended  for  sale. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year  was  95. 

One  application  for  registration  of  premises  was  received.  On 
completion  of  the  specified  works  the  premises  were  registered. 


Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act, 

1938.  Sec.  115  (I)  (a). 


Registration  of  Hawkers. 

Registration  includes  any  person,  who  shall  by  himself,  or  any 
person  employed  by  him,  sell  or  offer  or  expose  for  sale,  any  meat  or  meat 
food  product,  or  fish,  fruit  or  vegetables  from  any  cart,  barrow  or  other 
vehicle  or  from  any  basket,  pail,  tray  or  other  receptacle. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year  was  62, 

Four  applications  for  the  registration  as  hawkers  of  fish,  fruit  and 
vegetables,  were  received  during  the  year.  These  were  granted. 

16  registrations  are  in  respect  of  hawkers  with  storage  premises 
situated  outside  the  Borough. 

Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act, 

1938.  Sec,  115  (I)  (b). 


Registration  of  Premises  used  or  proposed  to  be  used 
for  storage  of  meat,  meat  food  products,  or  fish,  fruit 

or  vegetables. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  50, 
and  this  includes  one  registration  granted  during  the  year. 
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RATS  AND  MICE 


All  premises  in  regard  to  which  there  are  complaints  of  infestation 
by  rats  or  mice  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Rodent  Operator. 

During  the  year  267  complaints  were  received  and  investigated. 
61  chemical  tests  were  carried  out  on  drainage  systems.  In  35  cases  de¬ 
fective  drainage  systems  were  found  and  subsequently  repaired  with  the 
result  that  no  further  infestations  occurred. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  made  to  various  premises. 


Summary  of  Visits  made  to  Various  Premises 


Premises 

No.  of 
Visits 

Non- 

Poisonous  Bait 

Poison 

Baits 

Bodies 

Found 

Laid 

Taken 

Laid 

Taken 

Houses . 

859 

938 

306 

932 

388 

79 

Factories  . .  ... 

100 

1027 

228 

596 

139 

27 

Food  premises  . 

8 

10 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Hen  runs 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

■ — 

Shops  (Not  food) 

3 

— 

— 

62 

22 

— 

Clubs  . 

10 

72 

27 

9 

9 

1 

Tips  . 

50 

827 

348 

115 

105 

34 

Brooks  . 

5 

43 

8 

4 

4 

2 

Farms  . 

23 

290 

115 

57 

56 

17 

Schools . 

13 

3 

— 

101 

41 

8 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Premises . . 

92 

398 

97 

523 

116 

_ 

TOTALS  . 

1163 

3608 

1130 

2400 

881 

168 

Sewer  Infestation. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  procedure  as  to  the 
methods  of  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  is  adhered  to  throughout  this  work. 
The  disinfestation  of  sewers  comprises  what  is  known  as  an  initial  treat¬ 
ment,  followed  by  maintenance  of  a  similar  kind  at  six-monthly  intervals. 
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The  Workable  Area  Committee  for  Rodent  Control  has  formed  a 
useful  link  with  adjacent  Authorities  for  discussion  on  problems  affecting 
the  work. 

Two  further  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  were  undertaken 
and  a  comparative  table  of  all  treatments  undertaken  since  the  inception 
of  this  scheme  in  1945  to  date  is  given  below. 


Sewer  Treatment  —  Rats 


Pre-Baiting 

Poi 

son  Baiting 

No.  of 

(2  days) 

Taken 

Treat- 

Man- 

Est- 

ment 

holes 

Not 

Not 

mated 

Year 

No. 

treated 

Taken 

taken 

Good 

Small 

Taken 

Kill 

1. 

834 

107 

727 

68 

38 

728 

1  160 

1945 

2. 

834 

31 

803 

10 

22 

802 

280 

3. 

224 

137 

311 

36 

37 

15! 

660 

1946 

i 

4. 

224 

135 

. 

313 

27 

35 

162 

593 

I 

1947 

5. 

87 

1  19 

55 

42 

20 

25 

693 

6. 

93 

99 

87 

24 

27 

48 

500 

1948 

7. 

102 

75 

129 

24 

16 

62 

427 

8. 

106 

14 

91 

30 

22 

54 

520 

|  1949 

1 

1 

9. 

1  17 

25 

82 

35 

16 

66 

510 
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INDEX 


Adulteration  of  Food 
Animals,  Slaughter  of 
Ashbins 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ... 

,,  ,,  Gauge  Readings 

Bakehouses .  ...  ...  . 

Baths,  Swimming  ...  ...  . 

Births  . 

,,  Rate... 

Books,  Library  ...  .  . 

Canal  Boats 
Cancer,  Deaths 

>.  »  Rate  . 

Causes  of  Death  ... 

Cleansing,  Public  ... 

Closet  accommodation  ... 

Colliery,  Spoil  Banks 

,,  Steam  Locomotives  ... 

Committee,  Health  .  . 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

Deaths,  Causes  of  . 

,,  Comparative  Death  Rate  Table 

,,  Infant 

,,  Maternal .  . 

,,  Rate  . 

Defects  found,  Sanitary  ... 

Demolition  of  Houses 
Diphtheria,  Notifications  . 

,,  ,,  Comparative  Table ... 

Disinfection 
Disinfestation 
Domestic  Smoke  ... 

Drainage 

Entertainment,  Places  of . 

Factories  and  Workshops 
Farms 

Food,  Adulteration 

,,  Condemned  ...  ...  ... 

,,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  . 

,,  Hygiene  .  . . 

,,  Inspection  and  supervision  of  ... 

,,  Samples  submitted  to  Public  Analyst... 
General  Provision  of  Health  Services... 

Health,  Committee  .  . 

, ,  S  t  aff  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Houses,  Building  of 

,,  Demolition  of  ... 

,,  Let-in-Lodgings  ... 

,,  Reconditioning  of 

Housing,  Statistics 
,,  Progress 

,,  Overcrowding  ... 

Ice  Cream  ... 

,,  Heat  Treatment  Regulations 

,,  Methylene  Blue  Test 

,,  Composition  of  Samples  ... 

Infant  Deaths 

,,  Rate  (Comparative  Table)  ... 

Infectious  Diseases,  Age  distribution  ... 

,,  Incidence  of  (Table) 

,,  Incidence  in  sex  and  age  group 

,,  Investigations 

,,  Notification? 


.31,  32 
.28,  29 
14 
21 
21 
18 
14 

4 

.4,  8,  9 
12 

13 

5 

.  4,  7 

5 

14 

13 
22 
20 

2 
18 

5 

4,  6 
4 

4,  7 

6 

26 

25 

1  I 

9,  10 
12 
12 
21 
12 

14 
17 
33 

31,  32 
30,  31 
31 
28 
28 
31 
3 

2 
2 

26 
25 
13 

25 
27 

26 
26 

36 

37 

38 
38 

f.  7,  9 
7,  9 
I  I 
10 
I  I 
12 

...  10,  II 
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Inspections,  Food... 

,,  Summary  of 

Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Ac 
Laboratory  arrangements 
Library  Books 

Licences,  Ice  Cream  Sale  or  Manufacture  of 
Maternal  Deaths  ... 

Meat,  Inspection  of 
,,  Condemned 
Milk,  Supply 

,,  Bacteriological  and  Biological  examinations  ... 

,,  Biological  test  for  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order.. 

Mortality,  Maternal 
,,  Infantile 

Notifiable  Diseases  (Corrected)  comparative  table.. 

Nuisances  ... 

,,  Found  and  Remedied 
Officers,  Public  Health  Department  ... 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Overcrowding 
Pneumonia,  Notifications 

,,  ,,  Comparative  Table 

,,  Deaths 
Population  ... 

Public  Baths 
Public  Cleansing  ... 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Notifications 
Rag  Flock  Act 
Rats  and  Mice 

,,  Complaints  received  and  investigated 

,,  Summary  of  visits 

,,  Sewer  Infestation  treatment 

Refuse  collection  ... 

Regulations,  Milk  and  Dairies 
Rivers  and  Streams 
Sanitary  Administration  ... 

Scarlet  Fever,  Notifications 

,,  ,,  ,,  Comparative  Tabl 

Schools,  Closet  accommodation 
Sewerage  ... 

Shops  Act  1912-1938 
Slaughterhouses  ... 

Slaughter  of  animals 
Smoke  Abatement 
Staff,  Public  Health  Department 
Statistics,  Comparative  1944-48 
,,  General 

,,  Housing 

,,  Vital  ... 

Stillbirths . 

,,  Rate  ... 

Swimming  Baths  ... 

Tuberculosis,  Incidence  and  Mortality  of 

,,  Incidence  and  Mortality  of  (Co 
Tubercle  Bacilli  in  milk... 

Unsound  Food 
Vital  Statistics 
Water 

,,  Bacteriological  examination 
,,  Chemical  examination  ... 

,,  Table  showing  results  of  examination 

,,  Supply  . 

Workshops,  Inspection  of  ,,, 


mparative  Ta 


ale) 


1938 


36 


29 


28 

18 

36,  39 
31 
12 

37,  38 

4 

28,  29 
29 
33 

35,  36 
36 

33,  34 
4 

4,  7,  9 
I  I 
18 
26 
2 
13 


10, 


9, 


26 

I  I 
10 
5 
4 
14 
14 


0, 


14 
40 
40 
40 
40,  41 
14 
33 
13 
12 
I  I 

9.  10 
13 

13 

14 
28 
28 
19 
2 
7 

4,  9 
26 
4 

4,  8,  9 
4,  8,  9 

14 
10 
10 
36 

30,  31 
4 

15 

15 

16 
16 
15 
17 
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